Purpose -This field study seeks to illustrate the way in which carbon emissions are given calculative agency. We contribute to actor-network theory with a specific ethnographic focus on the translation of a number in an organisation's capital investment accounts. In following an intangible gas to a physical amount and then to a dollar value, we used the sociology of quantification (Espeland and Stevens, 2008) to explore the attributes of a newly created number and the way it changed the work of actors, including the way they reacted and viewed authority.
